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more than the home Government could bear; and with,
mutual dissatisfaction he was recalled before his work was
done. Among the documents relating to his explanations
with the English Government, is one of which this is the
abstract: **Declaration (Dec. 1583), by Arthur, Lord Grey
of "Wilton, to the Queen, showing the state of Ireland when
he was appointed Deputy, with the services of his govern-
ment, and the plight he left it in. 1485 chief men and
gentlemen slain, not accounting those of meaner sort, nor
yet executions by law, and killing of churles, which were
innumerable."

This was the world into which Spenser was abruptly
thrown, and in which he was henceforward to nave his
home. He first became acquainted with it as Lord G-rey's
Secretary in the Munster war. He himself in later days,
with ample experience and knowledge, reviewed the whole
of this dreadful history, its policy, its necessities, its re-
sults : and no more instructive document has come down,
to us from those times. But his description of the way
in which the plan of extermination was carried cmt in
Munster before his eyes may fittingly form a supplement
to the language on the spot of those responsible for it.

"Mtdox. But what, then, shall be the conclusion of this war ? . . ,
" Iren. The end will I assure me be very short and much sooner
than can be, in so great a trouble, as it seemeth, hoped for, although
there should none of them fall by the sword nor be slain by the sol-
dier : yet thus being kept from manurance and their cattle from run-
ning abroad, by this hard restraint they would quickly consume them-
selves, and devour one another. The proof whereof I saw sufficient-
ly exampled in these late wars of Munster; for notwithstanding that
the same was a most rich and plentiful countryj full of corn and cat-
tle that you would have thought they should have been able to stand
long, yet er<? one year and a half they were brought to such wretch-
edness as that any stony heart would have rued the same. Out oieir chicifi ;
